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Like the previous volumes in this series, this book fills a gap in reflective political science 
literature, but adopts a different focus to the usual thematic debates. It captures the 
people behind the contributions, their careers, and their intellectual journeys: Hannah 
Arendt, Karl Deutsch, Carl Friedrich, Jane Mansbridge, C. Wright Mills, Guillermo 
O’Donnell, Carole Pateman, Adam Przeworski, Robert Putnam and Kenneth Waltz.

These intellectual biographies, moreover, are written by authors who have read and 
studied their subjects’ work – and been influenced by it themselves in their own 
intellectual development. The premise of this volume, like its predecessors, is not just 
that our founding ‘giants’ should not be forgotten, but that we should recognise the 
extent to which our achievements today derive from standing on their shoulders.

‘This new volume analyses more original contributions by grandparents and granduncles 
of current political science. It is of major interest because it is less about biographies 
than substantive discussion, including on topics that have become even more prominent 
in our research agenda, such as the global age, political order, the centrality of political 
economy, the crisis of civil society, or the theory of democracy. In times of change, it is 
worth revisiting the foundations of what we knew and need to rescript.’ 

– Josep Colomer, Georgetown University

‘It is often argued and lamented that junior researchers have less time and fewer 
opportunities to familiarise themselves with the classics of political science and with 
the overall breadth of the discipline. The third volume in this series adds ten further 
influential scholars to those already analysed in the 2009 and 2011 volumes. The series 
begins to delineate a reflexive self-portrait of post-WWII political studies that offers 
a compact but comprehensive and thorough guide for new generations of scholars.’

– Stefano Bartolini, European University Institute

Also available
Masters of Political Science, Volume 1, ISBN 978-0-9558203-3-5
Maestri of Political Science, Volume 2, ISBN 978-1-9073011-9-3
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